314                Panchapadika

Objection : But when the cognition arises from the
defect in the sense organ, then both the cognition and the
object are false.  And here the defect is adhyasa which
alone is said to make one a pramata.

Reply 2 No. It is only an ^gantuka dosha' (adven-
titious defect) that can be a cause in declaring the falsity of
the object; but if the defect is natural (naisargika) it can-
not make the object false, since this ^naisargika dosha* is
the very basis of all apprehension.

A defect is called a defect only if it comes after the
'pramana karanas" are there. Such a defect is 'agantuka',
that which arises in the middle. It is not there prior to the
pramata and his sense organs.

But a defect which is there as the very basis or source
(karana) of the pramana, is not a defect like the ordinary
defects. It is the cause of the 'pramatritva9 and as such is
'naisargika' or natural.

Eg. ^aca^ ^kamala* etc. are 'doshas9 and give rise to
erroneous cognitions. But these very defects can become a
basis for inferring the sins etc. committed by the percipient.
In such a case we find that a defect can be a cause for esta-
blishing a valid knowledge. To the subject proper it is a
defect; but to another it is a valid cause for a valid infe-
rence.

Now, avidya is a defect in so far as it prevents or obs-
tructs the 'avabhasa' (manifestations) of Brahman. It is
illumined by the ^prakasa9 (light) of Brahman and it prese-
nts adistored appearance of that very Brahman. But the app-